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CONSUMER REGISTER lists summaries of major consumer proposals before Federal agen- 
cies. If you wish to submit written comments, include your name & address, state the name 
& Federal Register citation of the proposal on which you are commenting and explain your 
views briefly & clearly. Although comments should reach agencies by the deadline, some 
agencies will consider comments received a few days late. When in doubt about your com- 
ments reaching Washington by the deadline, mail them anyway. 


Motorcycles & 3-wheeled vehicles 


National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) has revised its definition of motorcycles. The 
change becomes effective Sept. 1. 


A motorcycle had been defined as a motor vehicle with 
motive power having a seat or saddle for the use of the 
rider & designed to travel on not more than 3 wheels in 
contact with the ground. The new definition for a motor- 
cycle is either a 2-wheeled or a 3-wheeled motor vehicle 
with motive power, a handlebar for steering & a seat that 
is straddled by the driver. 


Until Jan. 1, a 3-wheeled car weighing less than 1,000 
pounds could qualify as a motorcycyle. Because motor- 
cycle safety standards are less stringent than those for 
cars, NHTSA is now requiring that all cars regardless of 
weight be subject to the same safety regulet’ons. 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 27, 1973, page 32580; 
May 16, 1973, pages 12808 & 12818. CONSUMER REGISTER: 
July 1, 1973. 


‘Danmark’ 


Customs Bureau has decided that the word “Danmark” 
is an acceptable variant spelling of “Denmark” & may be 
used to designate the country of origin for merchandise 
imported into the U.S. 


Customs regulations require that the English name of 
the country of origin appear on imported merchandise 
unless the native name is so similar to the English name 
that consumers would have no difficulty in recognizing the 
name. “Italie” for “Italy” & “Brasil” for “Brazil” are 
examples of acceptable variant spellings. By contrast, 
“Suomen Tasavalta” for “Finland” would not be accept- 
able. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 22, page 2470. 


Seatbelts 


March 11 is deadline for comments on National High- 
way Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) proposal to 
amend standards for seatbelt interlock systems. 


Under present regulations, the car will not start unless 
the seatbelts are properly buckled. 


The proposal would permit the manufacturer to equip 
the car so that the engine could start, but the car could 
not move forward until the belts are buckled. 


NHTSA is also proposing to amend its warning sys- 


tem requirements, Present regulations require the warn- 
ing buzzer & light to operate when the ignition is turned 
to the “start” position. The proposal would give the car 
manufacturer the option of having the warning system 
—buzzer & light—operate when an attempt is made to 
drive the car forward. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 23, page 2610; April 20, 
1973, page 9830. CONSUMER REGISTER: May 15, 1973. Send 
comments to Docket Section, National Highway Traffic 


Safety Administration, 400 7th St., SW, Washington, DC 
20590. 


Detergents 


April 9 is deadline for comments on Federal Trade 
Commission’s (FTC) proposal to require detergent makers 
to give consumers more information about their products. 


The proposal, if adopted, would require label declara- 
tions on all packages containing more than 1 pound—or 
holding more than 1 pint— of detergent, whether in cry- 
stal, powder, flake, bar, liquid, spray or any other form. In 
addition, the label would have to give the usual name or 
functional term for each ingredient. All ingredients 
would have to be listed in decreasing order of predomi- 
nance or listed by percentage. An example: 

Sequestering Agent: Sodium Tripolyphosphate 

Surface Active Agent: Alykylbenzene Sulfonate 

Bleach: Sodium Perborate 

Moisture: Water 

Anti-Caking & Anti-Corrosion Agent: Sodium Silicate 

Filler: Sodium Sulfate 

Foam Booster: Lauryl Alcohol 

Optical Brighteners, Perfume & Coloring 

Anti-Soil Redeposition Agent: Sodium Carboxmyethyl- 
cellulose 

Enzymes: Alkaline Protease 


Or the ingredients may be listed by percentage, as in 
“Bleach (Sodium Perborate 10.0%).” Packages of 1 pound 
or 1 pint or less would have to list the names of the 
chemicals along with their percentages but would not have 
to explain their functions. 


The proposed regulations would help consumers 

@ Avoid detergents that contain allergy-causing chem- 
cals; 

@ Make value comparisons based on what they want 
the products to do; 

@ Avoid detergents that may be harmful to the en- 
vironment; 

@ Identify chemicals to persons at poison control 
centers when children swallow detergents. 


Although some detergent packages already carry 





ingredient information, the regulations should result in 
this information being presented in a uniform way. (How- 
ever, the regulations would not require the use of the most 
commonly understood description of each ingredient; for 
example, “sequestering agent” would not be explained as 
being a water softener.) 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 8, page 4887. CONSUMER 
NEws: Sept. 15, 1973; June 15, 1973; Nov. 1, 1972. Send 
comments to Secretary, Federal Trade Commission, Wash- 
ington, DC 20580. 


Cyclamates 


Abbott Laborttories has petitioned Food & Drug Ad- 
ministration (FDA) to reapprove the production of cycla- 
mates, the artificial sweetener. Abbott was the nation’s 
largest producer of cyclamates until FDA’s ban in 1970. 


FDA banned the use of cyclamates in foods & drinks 
after a study showed that animals fed the additive devel- 
oped bladder tumors. 


Abbott has conducted new studies, the results of which 
show cyclamates to be safe. 


FDA is evaluating Abbott’s information. If FDA finds 
convincing evidence that cyclamates are safe, it will pro- 
pose that the use of cyclamates be permitted again as an 
artificial sweetener in foods & drinks. The review is ex- 
pected to take a year. 


Abbott’s petition & research study (consisting of 440 
papers bound into 16 volumes) are available for anyone’s 
review in the Office of the Hearing Clerk, Room 6-86, 5600 
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD, during working hours, Mon- 
day through Friday. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 8, page 4935. 


Enriched flour 


March 13 is deadline for requesting an opportunity to 
appear at a Food & Drug Administration (FDA) hearing 
on April 1 to determine whether it is safe to increase the 
levels of iron in flour & bread products. 


FDA had proposed increasing iron levels in some 
bread & flour products béginning April 15, but it is delay- 
ing the effective date until Jan. 1, 1975, pending the out- 
come of the hearing. 


The hearing is being held to hear objections that have 
been filed by individuals & doctors. Doctors opposed the 
iron additions for the following principal reasons: 


@ Added iron could create a health hazard for persons 
suffering from iron storage disorders, such as hemochroma- 
tosis, sideroblastic anemia, thalassemia, Cooley’s anemia 
& chronic liver disease associated with excessive drinking 
of alcoholic beverages; 

@ Added iron may mask diagnosis of other illnesses 
signaled by anemia, such as intestinal cancer; 

@ Added iron may contribute to the development of 
Parkinson’s disease; 


@ Added iron may cause elevated hemotocrit & ele- 
vated hemoglobin. 


FDA says new levels of other added nutrients—such 
as B vitamins & calcium—will go into effect as scheduled 
on April 1. 


Consumers who do not want enriched flour & bread 
expressed concern that enriched flour & bread would be 
mandatory. This is not necessarily the case: FDA’s order 
changes enrichment levels to be used if flour & bread are 
to be labeled as being enriched. FDA permits non-enriched 
flour, but some states do have their own mandatory en- 
richment regulations. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 11, page 5188; Oct. 15, 
1973, page 28558. CONSUMER NEWS: Jan. 1, 1972. Con- 
SUMER REGISTER: Nov. 15, 1973. The hearing will be at 9 
a.m. April 1 at Food & Drug Administration, Room 4A-35, 
5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD. Requests for appear- 
ance should be filed with FDA Hearing Clerk, Room 6-86, 
5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Also noteworthy 


METHAJADE LIQUID—Food & Drug Administration 
(FDA) withdrew approval of new drug application for 
coughs (Methajade Liquid) because of lack of evi- 
dence that it did everything it claimed to do. The 
drug had been available only by prescription. Details 
—Federal Register: Dec. 14, 1978, p. 34482, 


LEAD PAINTS—Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) has extended its ban until Dec. 31, 1974, on 
household paints containing more than 0.5% lead. 
This also applies to painted toys & other painted 
articles for children. Details—Federal Register: Dec. 


27, 1973, p. 35302; March 11, 1972, p. 5229. CoNSUMER 
REGISTER: April 1, 1972. 


MOTORCYCLE HELMETS—National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) has amended per- 
formance requirements for testing & conditioning 


motorcycle helmets, effective today. Details—Federal 
Register: Jan. 28, p. 3554. 
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